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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Kehr et 
al, US 5,752,235, hereinafter referred to as Kehr. 

3. As to Claim 1, Kehr teaches an "electronic medication monitoring device" 
[Column 1 , Line 54] (medicine caise) with: 

"a plurality of medication compartments in which are inserted a plurality of 
drawers which may each be used to store a different medication" [Column 2, 
Lines 9-10] (medicine storage means for storing one or plural medicines to be 
taken each time by the user in divided portions); 

"is capable of accepting, storing a medication signal as well as physician's 
instructions" [Column 1 , Lines 56-58] and "provides for ease of entry of a 
medication schedule" [Column 1, Lines 60-61] (medication instruction storage 
means for storing instruction of medication entered from outside); 
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"relies upon that schedule(s) to indicate to the user when medication is to be 
taken" [Column 2, Lines 16-17] (medication instruction means for instructing the 
medicine to be taken from the divided portions stored in the medication storage 
means on the basis of the medication instruction of the medication instruction 
storage means); ; 

"the opening and closing of the various compartments is sensed by the 
microprocessor through the actuation of individual switches associated with each 
compartment" [Column 4, Lines 58-60] (medication detection means for detecting 
taking of the medicine instructed by the medicine instruction means); 

"each medication alert and associated taking or skipping of medication is stored 
in the microcontroller's random access memory (RAM), so that the patient can 
later review when and if pills were presumably taken or skipped" [Column 4, 
Lines 60-64] and "the memory storing the prospective and retrospective 
information may be extended, by the use of additional RAM, to provide a longer 
time period of review, and an electronic output may be provided" [Column 5, 
Lines 6-9] (storage output means for storing the medicine taking record detected 
by the medication detection means, and issuing to outside); and 
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"information [that] can be directly transferred to a computer or to a printer for 
analysis" [Column 5, Lines9-10] (display means for displaying the medicine 
taking record stored in the storage output means) 

4. As to Claim 2, Kehr further teaches: 

"a separate closure (for example a lid) for opening and closing each 
compartment" [Column 4, Lines 31-33] (the medicine storage means is 
constituted of a plurality of compartments having lids for storing in divided 
portions according to each medicine taking timing by the user); 

"the device indicates the compartment of the device from which the medication is 
to be taken and the quantity of medication" [Column 2, Lines 18-20] (the 
medication instruction means instructs the compartment storing the medicine to 
be taken"; and 

"when the lid or drawer is moved to open the compartment, a switch operating 
the electrical circuitry of the signaling system, turns off the visual medication alert 
signal and/or the audible alarm" [Column 34-37] and "the unit can optionally be 
designed to turn off the alert after the drawer is closed" [Column 2, Lines 29-30] 
(the medication detection means detects opening and closing of the lid of the 
compartment). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all i 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kehr in 
view of Weinstein et al, US 6,564,945 B1, hereinafter referred to as Weinstein. Kehr 
disclosed the claimed invention as discussed in Items 3 and 4 of this action. What Kehr 
does not teach is a medicine storage means constituted of a plurality of slits holding one 
pouch each of the medicine to be taken, the medication instruction means instructs one 
of plural slits holding the pouches to be taken, and the medication detection means 
detects taking of the pouch out of the slit. In this regard, Weinstein teaches a "unified 
medication assemblage" wherein "the box embodiment includes a box and a plurality of 
event modules. Each event module is either a blister pack or a pouch and is identified 
by an event indicia." [Column 3, Lines 10-12]. (plurality of slits holding one pouch each) 
Furthermore, Weinstein teaches "the indicia represent events and medications. One set 
of indicia, indicates the time of day or the activity with which the dosages of each event 
module is to be taken" [Column 4, Lines 49-52]. (medication instruction means) Since 
Kehr already teaches detection of taking medication, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify Kehr by the teachings of 
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Weinstein wherein the medication would be stored in a plurality of slits, holding pouches 
of medication, with instructions on when to administer the medicines along with a 
detection means of Kehr to detect when a pouch is removed from a slit. 

7. Claims 4-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kerr, II et al, US 2004/0139048 A1 , hereinafter referred to as Kerr, in view of Kehr. 

8. As to Claim 4, Kerr teaches a remotely monitored medical system, which 
includes "an RMMS ... 'smart pillbox' as shown in Fig. 1" and that "each RMMS 
contains at least one medication matrix comprised of multiple dosage containment units 
(DCUs)." [Paragraph 0029] Kerr further discloses "in still yet an another embodiment, 
the system includes a digital blood pressure monitor for recording a patients blood 
pressure." [Paragraph 001 9] Kerr also teaches that "if the RMMS unit has other 
peripheral monitoring systems, such as a digital thermometer, a digital scale, a digital 
auto-inflating blood pressure monitor, or other digital health or fitness monitors... the 
optional monitors interface directly to the Medication System's data system. During 
operation, they capture the measurement data, and transfer it to the Medication 
System's data system for immediate storage into temporary memory." [Paragraph 
0046]. Furthermore, Kerr teaches that "regardless of what peripheral are attached to 
the RMMS... the data transmission is designed to contain all relevant data generated by 
the RMMS unit." [Paragraphs 0048 and 0049] Kerr also teaches "each of the DCUs is 
also connected to a door sensor or interface which monitors the open/close status of a 
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door." [Paragraph 0030] What Kerr does not teach is a medication instruction storage 
means for storing instruction of medication entered from outside; medication instructions 
means for instructing the medicine to be taken from the divided portions stored in the 
medicine storage means on the basis of the medication instruction of the medication 
instruction means; and a display means for displaying the blood pressure value and the 
medicine taking record stored in the storage output means. Kehr teaches the elements 
of a device for monitoring medication of a patient as discussed above in Paragraphs 2-4 
of this action, including: a medication storage means, a medication instruction storage 
means, a medication instructions means, a medication detecting means, a storage 
output means, and a display means. Since both Kerr and Kehr both disclose a 
medication management device it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Kerr with the teaching of Kehr to also 
include a medication instruction storage means, a medication instruction means, and a 
display means. 

9. Claim 5 and Claim 6 are rejected in view of the disclosed invention as discussed 
and in further view that the examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the art 
(for example, US 6,447,457; US 6,443,906; US 6,251.080) for blood pressure monitors, 
such as the peripheral digital blood pressure monitor of Kerr, would record and store the 
systolic blood pressure value, the diastolic blood pressure value, pulse rate and time 
and. date of measurement. It would therefore be obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
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art to modify the disclosed invention with a peripheral blood pressure monitor that ! 
stores, outputs, and displays these data. 

10. Claim 7 is rejected since all of the components of the medication management 
system disclosed have been previously discussed. 

1 1 . Claim 9 is rejected since the claimed invention has all of the elements as 
discussed previously wherein the entire apparatus may be called a blood pressure 
monitor with the ability to measure blood pressure, store both blood pressure 
measurement data, medication information storage and a displaying the same. 

12. Claim 8, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kehr as 
applied to Claims 4-7 & 9 above, and further in view of Lin et al, US 2003/0216624 A1, 
hereinafter referred to as Lin. Kehr and Kerr describe the disclosed invention as 
discussed previously. Kerr further teaches "the RMMS of the current invention is also 
designed to be remotely monitored and/or operated. Accordingly, each RMMS is also 
provided with a transmitter 6 such that the status of each DCU 1 may be transmitted to 
a remote receiver (not shown) and thereby the status of the RMMS and each DCU 
remotely monitored. Although as shown in FIG. 1 the transmitter 6 may comprise a 
hardwired interface such as through a modern connection to an external data or 
telephone line, the RMMS may also comprise a wireless transmitter, such as, for 
example, a two-way pager system, a cellular system, a suitable RF radio frequency, or 
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any other suitable data transmission system, such as over the Internet via an email or 
web-broadcast system. In addition to the actual transmitter, the data generated for 
transmission by an RMMS unit of the current invention can be in any suitable format." 
In addition, Lin discloses a "system for monitoring medical data, a terminal device for 
measuring and storing medical data, a medicine container and a holder for medical 
containers." Lin teaches a "central computer can be typically a personal computer 
located at a pharmacy or at a doctor's office. Such a system has a number of 
advantages. A first advantage is, that user specific programs can be loaded into the 
terminal device." [Paragraph 0021]. Since Lin also describes a medication 
management system with an associated medicine case, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to include the further 
teachings of Kerr in further view of the teachings of Lin to include medication instruction 
means and external display means at controllers installed at a medical institution 
comprising communication means for transmitting and receiving between the controllers 
and the medicine case with a blood pressure measuring function via public lines. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vikram P. Sundararaman whose telephone number is 
571.272.3351. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 730am-4pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571.272.4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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